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Q:  When should the criminal investigator and the IA/OPS investigator interview an officer/deputy who has 

been involved in an on-duty fatal shooting? 

Much of what I am relying on to answer this question is from Dr. R. Edward Geiselman and the Force Science 

Institute. Through the course work for Force Science, I have learned that in order to maximize the 

completeness and accuracy of memory recall, an officer/deputy should be ready emotionally, physiologically, 

and cognitively to participate in an investigative interview, whether it is from the criminal or IA/OPS 

investigators.  

There are several factors that would suggest an officer/deputy should be interviewed as soon as possible 

following an event. These factors include ordinary forgetting, contextual changes, mood changes, and post-

event. In contrast, Dr. Geiselman recommends that in order to achieve complete and accurate recall, the 

interview should not take place immediately after the triggering event.  The key in delaying an interview is the 

extreme level of stress experienced by some officers/deputies during and soon after the event. In recognition 

of these colliding human elements, Force Science recommends that the decision on when to conduct a full 

investigative interview must be made on a case-by-case basis, rather than a blanket policy of interviewing 

immediately. If the officer/deputy is in apparent shock, is incoherent, sweating, or pacing, then it is suggested 

the investigator obtain some basic information to begin the investigation and return for a full investigative 

interview later when the emotional upheaval has calmed. Otherwise, it is recommended the full criminal 

interview be conducted followed by the IA/OPS as soon as possible before the retrieval environment has 

changed and memory has faded. 

Another facet as to whether to delay the full investigative interview is the officer/deputy’s level of stress at 

the time. Furthermore, the officer/deputy’s level of rest at the time of an interview may also be a significant 

determinant. Dr. Geiselman suggests that it is common for an officer involved in a shooting to have been 

without sleep for more than 24 hours prior to participating in a full investigative interview. As a result, the 

officer/deputy’s level of rest is related to the officer/deputy’s ability to recall information accurately in detail. 

However, obtaining the needed rest prior to a full investigative interview could be difficult to achieve in 

certain situations such as officer involved shootings. Studies have shown that officer/deputies involved in 
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shootings experience difficulty sleeping within the first 24 hours and approximately one-third of the officers 

still experience difficulty sleeping after one week. As stated, the decision to possibly delay the full investigative 

interviews to allow for rest must be made based on case-by-case basis.  

Dr. Artwohl cautions that some officer/deputies might appear quite calm shortly after participating in a 

shooting and may prefer to give a full interview at that time. Nevertheless, “often it is best for officers to sleep 

first and give their statement later. This does not preclude their providing enough brief information during an 

immediate on-scene ‘walk-through’ to get the investigation started.”  

My personal practice is to allow the officer at least one sleep cycle and conduct the full investigative 

interviews when the officer/deputy is ready emotionally, physiologically, and cognitively to participate in the 

investigative interviews. 
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