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Q:  What are reasonable steps for a law enforcement agency to take to ensure that sworn officers/deputies 

know what to do when confronted with a law enforcement incident while off-duty?  

Sworn Peace Officers have a duty to act when confronted with a law enforcement incident while off duty.  

There are steps which the agency they work for needs to take to ensure that sworn officers/deputies know 

which ones they are. A Peace Officer generally has the authority to enforce the law 24 hours a day, seven days 

a week, but before doing so when off duty has to identify themselves as a peace officer. When a Peace Officer 

is “off-duty” it only means he/she is not working their regular shift. As we say here in the El Paso County 

Sheriff’s Office, as a deputy you are always on duty.  

All employees in the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office who are appointed to sworn positions take an oath and 

subscribe an oath of office to enforce the law and uphold the Constitution of the United States and the State 

of Texas.  The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office abides by the ethical standards of the “Law Enforcement Code of 

Ethics”.   

As a Law Enforcement Officer, the fundamental duty is to “serve mankind, to safeguard lives and property; to 

protect the innocent against deception, the weak against oppression or intimidation, and the peaceful against 

violence or disorders; and to respect the Constitutional rights of all men to liberty, equality and justice”. (Law 

Enforcement Code of Ethics).   

In the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office commissioned employees are to maintain the same professional 

demeanor off-duty as on-duty.  A deputy may find to take some type of law enforcement action at any time.  

In the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office Policy and Procedures Manual, deputies shall take off-duty law 

enforcement action only to top an actor from committed any offense of which force, or deadly force would be 

justified of Chapter 9 of the Texas Penal Code.  Action will also be taken to affect the arrest of a suspect for an 

offense for which a full custody arrest without warrant would be authorized by the Texas Code of Criminal 

Procedure.  Every peace officer of the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office has the duty to enforce laws fairly and 

objectively using sound judgment.   
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Peace Officers in the State of Texas also have legal authority in other jurisdictions, as prescribed by the Code 

of Criminal Procedures Article 14.03.  A Peace Officer may arrest without a warrant a person who commits an 

offense within the officer’s presence or view, if the offense is a felony; a violation of Title 9 (Offenses Against 

Public Order and Decency), Chapter 42 Penal Code(Disorderly Conduct and Related Offenses); a breach of the 

peace; or an offense under 49.02, Penal Code (Public Intoxication). 
 

The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office as an agency ensures that the deputies know what to do when confronted 

with a law enforcement incident while off-duty by having written policies and procedures, and by embedding 

in the deputies mind through training that not only do they have to follow policies and procedures, but above 

all adhere to the Constitution of the United States and the State of Texas.  The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office 

is committed to protect lives, property, and the rights of people, maintain order, and enforce the law 

impartially whether on- or off-duty.   
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