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Q: What are reasonable steps for a Law Enforcement agency to take to ensure that sworn Officers/Deputies 

know what to do when confronted with a law enforcement incident while off duty? 

Since most officers are not walking around anticipating they are going to be faced with any law enforcement 

incident. It is best that they are aware that the actions to take should the situation arise.  Agencies should 

constantly keep their personnel aware what steps to take when faced with Law Enforcement incidents while 

off duty, by providing officers with the proper guidelines to deal with the situation should one arise. Officers 

should be aware that one of the best steps they can take is to be the best possible witness.  

Law Enforcement Agency should be training their personnel and providing them with information on what 

actions to take. Since most agencies give their personnel the ability to carry their weapons while off duty, this 

should be done wisely and with caution. Most officers who reside in or near the community they protect, tend 

to encounter individuals who they have dealt with in their official capacity. This could work as a deterrent to a 

crime taking place but also could place an officer in harm’s way. Because whether you are on duty or not once 

you are recognized by a citizen and law enforcement action is required, they will expect you to take the lead. 

Officers should be aware that a number of factors could alter their decision if they should get involved in any 

incident. They could be with their family. Officers need to remember that any action they take could place 

themselves or their family in danger.  The best course of action may be to seek cover and act as a witness.  The 

agency requires that you take action when witnessing a serious crime. This can be fulfilled simply by watching 

from a safe distance and reporting it to the police.              

If an incident does take place the first thing you should do is call nine one one (911), gather as much 

information about the incident as possible to provide to responding officers.  They should also remember that 

they have no departmental obligation to get involved especially if the situation places them in a danger. When 

presented with any situation while off duty you need to determine if actions taken by you are necessary and is  

http://ia.patc.com 

http://ia.patc.com/
http://www.patc.com/
http://www.llrmi.com/
http://www.patctech.com/
http://ia.patc.com/


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------ 

For duplication & redistribution of this article, please contact the Public Agency Training Council by phone at 1.800.365.0119. 

PATC Internal Affairs Institute  5235 Decatur Blvd  Indianapolis, IN  46241 

http://ia.patc.com  |   http://www.patc.com  |  http://www.llrmi.com  |  http://www.patctech.com  

the situation bad enough that it requires your involvement. If you decide to involve yourself, make certain that 

someone calls 911, so that on duty officers are aware of the situation.     When uniformed officers arrive on 

scene, make certain that you have your credentials available to present to them.   

If an incident reach’s the point that required you to draw your firearm, remember once officers arrive on 

scene they will not know you from the perpetrator(s). You must be prepared to surrender you weapon until 

you are clearly identified yourself as law enforcement. Once you have identified yourself, you can provide the 

on-duty officer with information about the incident.  

Officers should also remember when carrying a firearm off-duty it should be concealed from public view. If 

someone recognizes you are carrying a firearm they may call the police. Officers should also make certain that 

if they are armed off-duty, they should have the proper credentials with them. 
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