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SHOULD A LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 

HAVE A POLICY OR PRACTICE THAT 

SWORN MEMBERS BE ARMED 24/7? 
 

 

 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS RESEARCH PROJECT SUBMISSION 

SUBMITTED BY:  Tim, Noblesville 

 
 

Q:  Should A Law Enforcement Agency Have a Policy or Practice That Sworn Members be Armed 24/7? 

This topic is one that is sure to be debated for many years, and the truth is, there may not be a hard and fast 

rule that can always be followed but it in my opinion it is certainly not practical for this to occur.  Departments 

should understand that there are times that officers will want to go someplace such as a concert, sporting 

event or other type venue where guns are not permitted.  Officers may want to go to a bar and have a drink or 

spend a day on the lake.  These are just a few examples of times where officers may not be able to be armed.  

It would not be reasonable for an agency to restrict an officer from participating in some of these activities.  

After all an officer needs time to decompress and be a normal person, and participate in normal activities if 

they choose.  To prevent this opportunity might cause animosity between an officer and the agency for which 

they work. 

There have been many instances where off-duty police officers have been killed by fellow on-duty officers, 

because they were not readily identifiable as “Police” during an encounter.  The off-duty officer may be taking 

legal police action against a perpetrator but once the on-duty officer(s) arrive, they might not recognize or 

even know the off-duty officer.   Officer’s will likely see the weapon the off-duty officer has displayed and 

someone wearing plain clothes, causing the on-duty officer to make a split second decision that could have 

terrible consequences for everyone involved.  If an officer chooses to carry a weapon while off-duty, they 

need to be very cautious about taking police action and be ready to be treated as a suspect or “unknown” if 

encountered by police.   

On the other hand, there are many more instances where off-duty officers have thwarted a crime or 

intervened after a crime was committed because they were alert and armed and able to take action safely to 

apprehend a criminal and await the arrival of the on-duty personnel.  

It is important to remember to be a good witness first and take action only when it is safe to do so.  It is 

equally important that armed off-duty officers use discretion and act only when they feel there is no better 

alternative left but to confront a threat while armed.  If a physical altercation ensues, the off-duty officer does 

not have the additional options available from their gun belt, such as OC spray, Taser, or Baton, that they 

would have if they were on-duty.  There is a pretty good chance that the off-duty officer won’t even have a 
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pair of handcuffs to restrain the suspect once apprehended.  This would potentially lead to the off duty officer 

detaining the suspect at gunpoint until help arrived.   

My opinion is that an agency should have a policy that allows officers to carry weapons while off-duty, but 

does not require them to carry weapons while off-duty.  Any off-duty officer needs to be sure to have police 

credentials at all times while they are armed and be ready to verbally identify themselves to any on-duty 

police, while complying with any demands from the on-duty police should they encounter them.  Failure to do 

this could cost them their life. 
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